Pathways In Education Public Charter Schools
Education of Homeless Student Policy
Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that homeless students have equal access to
the same free and appropriate public education provided to students attending
Pathways In Education Public Charter Schools.

Pathways In Education Public Charter Schools provides open-enrollment to all students grades 9-12
who reside in the county of or an adjoining county of the charter’s authorizing school district
regardless of nighttime residency. Pathways In Education will provide homeless students as defined
below with equal access to appropriate education and support services necessary to meet the same
academic standards as all other students.
This includes but is not limited to:
• Assistance in obtaining pertinent educational and health records from previous schools
• Enrollment at requested Pathways In Education school site when space permits
• Access to the designated Homeless Education Liaison
• Independent study, direct instruction and online course offerings
• Subject specific tutoring when available
• Education for English Learners*
• Individualized Education Programs*
• Workforce pathways when applicable
• Post-Secondary and Student Services counseling
• Career and Technical Education if applicable
• Experiential Learning
• Parent Conferences and Achievement Chats
• Available transportation services
• Referrals to outside agencies for additional services when applicable
Placement decisions for homeless students shall be based on the student's best interest. In
determining a student's best interest, a homeless student shall, to the extent feasible, be placed in
his/her school of origin, unless his/her parent/guardian requests otherwise.
When making a placement decision, the Principal or Assistant Principal may consider the following:
• Age of the student
• Distance of the commute and the impact it may have on the student's education
• Personal safety issues
• Student's need for special instruction if applicable
• Length of anticipated stay in the temporary shelter or other temporary location
• Anticipated area of future housing
• School placement of siblings
• Time remaining in the school year.
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The student may continue attending his/her school of origin for the duration of the homelessness and
until the end of any academic year in which he/she moves into permanent housing.
In the case of an unaccompanied youth, the Principal or Lead Teacher shall assist in placement or
enrollment decisions, consider the views of the student, and provide notice to the student of his/her
appeal rights.
If the student is placed at a school site other than his/her school of origin or the school requested by
his/her parent/guardian, the Principal or Lead Teacher shall provide the parent/guardian with a
written explanation of the decision along with a statement regarding the parent/guardian's right to
appeal the placement decision.
Homeless Education Liaison
The Principal designates the following staff person as the Homeless Education Liaison for homeless
students:
Name of Homeless Education Liaison: Hollie Fisher
Phone Number: (208) 505-4800
E-mail: katherinefisher@pathwaysedu.org
The Homeless Education Liaison shall ensure that:
• Homeless students are promptly identified by school staff at the time of enrollment or during
meetings with Post-Secondary and Student Services Counselor and have a full and equal
opportunity to succeed in, Pathways In Education Public Charter Schools.
• Homeless families and students receive educational services for which they are eligible
including support services available to all students.
• Parents/guardians are informed of the educational and related opportunities available to their
child and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their
child.
• Students and their families experiencing homelessness receive referrals to health care, dental,
mental health, substance abuse, housing and other appropriate services.
• Notice of the educational rights of homeless children are posted in areas of public view such
as bulletin boards and visual media displays at all school sites.
• Staff is provided with professional development trainings regarding McKinney-Vento rights.
• Enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with law, Board policy, and administrative
regulation.

Enrollment Dispute Resolution Process
In compliance with the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, Title IX-A, as amended by
the Every Student Success Act, and Section 33-1404, of Idaho Code, the following procedures are
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established to promptly resolve disputes regarding the educational placement of students
experiencing homelessness, and shall be implemented in all school district/LEAs in this state, including
charter schools authorized by the Idaho Charter Commission. A student is considered homeless under
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act if the student lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence.
School enrollment of a homeless child or youth will be determined based on the best interest of the
student and the request of the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth. To the extent feasible, the
student shall be immediately enrolled or continue enrollment in the school of origin, defined as:
•
The school last attended by the student when permanently housed; or
•
The last school in which the child was enrolled.
If there is a dispute regarding the educational placement of a homeless student, or if a school denies a
child, youth, or unaccompanied youth homeless status, then a written notice of explanation of such
decision shall be promptly provided to the parent/guardian of the child, or to the youth, if
unaccompanied by a parent/guardian. Such notice shall be in language the parent/guardian or
unaccompanied youth can understand, shall include a description of how to dispute the decision, and
shall include a summary of the dispute resolution process.
In addition, the school shall promptly refer the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth to the
homeless liaison, who shall carry out the dispute resolution process within ten (10) business days. The
parent/guardian shall be referred to the homeless liaison who shall advise the parent/guardian of the
child’s rights, assist in and carry out the dispute resolution process. With respect to unaccompanied
youth, the liaison shall ensure the same access to the dispute resolution process.
During the pendency of the dispute resolution process, the child, youth, or unaccompanied youth shall
be immediately enrolled or continue enrollment in the school of choice (school of origin or local
attendance area). Enrollment shall include all educational services for which the student is eligible,
such as attending classes and full participation by such student in all school activities.
If agreement cannot be reached between the parties regarding the educational placement or
enrollment status of the student, then the school shall promptly seek further assistance from the State
Coordinator of Homeless Education to review and determine within ten (10) business days how the
student’s best interests will be served. All interested parties will be expeditiously informed of the
State’s determination in writing. The decision of the State Department of Education shall constitute
final resolution.
Contact: State Coordinator for Homeless Education Idaho State Department of Education 650 W.
State Street PO Box 83720 Boise ID 83720
If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment in a particular school site, the student shall be
immediately admitted to the school site in which enrollment is sought pending resolution of the
dispute. The parent/guardian shall be provided with a written explanation of the placement decision,
including an explanation of the parent/guardian's right to appeal the decision. He/she shall also be
referred to the Principal and the Homeless Education Liaison.
The written explanation shall be complete, as brief as possible, simply stated and provided in language
that the parent/guardian or student can understand. The explanation may include contact information
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for the school Principal, a description of the Principal’s decision, notice of the right to enroll in the
school of choice pending resolution of the dispute, notice that enrollment includes full participation in
all school activities, and notice of the right to appeal the decision to the county office of education
and, if the dispute remains unresolved, to the California Department of Education.
The Principal or Lead Teacher shall carry out the dispute resolution process as expeditiously as
possible after receiving notice of the dispute.
The Principal or Lead Teacher shall provide the parent/guardian a copy of the district's decision,
dispute form, and a copy of the outcome of the dispute.
If a parent/guardian disagrees with the Principal, he/she may appeal the decision to the Director of
Schools. The Director of Schools shall make a determination within five working days.
Definitions
Homeless means students who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence and includes:

1.

2.
3.
4.

Children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing,
economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping
grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency
or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement
Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private
place not designed for or ordinarily used as regular sleeping accommodations for human
beings
Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings
Migratory children who qualify as homeless because the children are living in conditions
described in (1)-(3) above

School of origin means the school that the student attended when permanently housed or the school in

which the student was last enrolled

Best interest means, to the extent feasible, continuing a student's enrollment in the school of origin for
the duration of his/her homelessness, except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of his/her
parent/guardian.
Unaccompanied youth means a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.

*Indicates programs in which students must qualify based on educational and/or psychological testing
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The McKinney-Vento Act: Parent-Student Rights
Idaho public schools shall provide an educational environment that treats all students with dignity and
respect. Every student experiencing homelessness or transition shall have access to the same free and
appropriate educational opportunities as students who are not homeless. This commitment to the
educational rights of homeless children, youth, and unaccompanied youth, applied to all services,
programs, and activities provided or made available.
A student may be considered eligible for services under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act if he or she is presently living:
In temporary shared housing, a shelter, or transitional living program
In a hotel/motel, campground, or similar situation due to lack of alternatives
At a bus station, park, car, or abandoned building





According to the McKinney-Vento Act, eligible students have rights to:
•

Immediate enrollment: Documentation and immunization records cannot serve as a barrier to

the enrollment in school.

•

School Selection: Eligible students have a right to select from the following schools:
o The school he/she attended when permanently housed (School of Origin)
o The school in which he/she was last enrolled (School of Origin)
o The school in the attendance area in which the student currently resides (School of
Residency)

•

Remain enrolled in his/her selected school for the duration of homelessness, or until the
academic year upon which they are permanently housed.

•

Participate in programs for which they are eligible, including Title I tutoring programs, Free
Lunch in schools with the, National School Lunch Program, Head Start & Even Start Preschool
Programs.

•

Transportation Services: A McKinney-Vento eligible student attending his/her School of
Origin has a right to transportation to and from the School of Origin.

•

Dispute Resolution: If you disagree with school officials about enrollment, transportation, or
fair treatment of a homeless child or youth, you may file a complaint with the school district.
The school district must respond and attempt to resolve it quickly. During the dispute, the
student must be immediately enrolled in the school and provided transportation until the
matter is resolved. The McKinney Vento Liaison will assist you in making decision, providing
notice of any appeal process, and filling out dispute forms.
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MCKENNY-VENTO STUDENT REFERRAL
TEACHER:

DATE OF REFERRAL:

STUDENT:

GRADE:

REASON FOR REFERRAL:

What evidence have you gained through conversation and observation identifying why you
believe the student is not at a permanent residence:

PLEASE CHECK THE THREE MOST PREVELANT INDICATORS CONCERNING STUDENT
REFERRAL:
Gaps in skill development
Acting out, behavior issues
Chronic hunger
Fatigue, tired, can’t focus
Poor organization skills
Unmet medical/dental needs
Erratic attendance/tardiness
Inability to pay fees
Lack of participation in afterschool activities
Poor hygiene
COUNSELOR FOLLOW UP:
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Written Notification of Eligibility and/or School Placement Decision

In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act, the following written notification is provided to:
Name of Parent(s)/Guardian(s):
Name of Student(s):
After reviewing the current living situation of the student(s) listed above, a team comprised of
administrator(s), social worker, interventionist(s) and teacher(s) have determined that:
The student(s) qualify for McKinney-Vento services and it is in the best interest of the
student(s) to remain in the School of Origin ____________________________________________________
● The District Liaison will meet with you to determine the level of need required, if any, and

how help can be coordinated for the following areas of support: Basic Individual/Family,
Educational/Academic, and/or Social/Emotional.
● If your living situation changes, it is the responsibility of the Parent/Guardian/Student to
inform the school of changes to your living situation. If a more permanent situation occurs,
McKinney-Vento services may still be provided for the remainder of the school-year.
The student(s) qualify for McKinney-Vento services, but it may not be in the best interest
of the student(s) to remain at their School of Origin
and will be
supported in enrolling in their new Local Attendance Area School
This determination was based upon:

The District Liaison will work with you to ensure this process/transition is as smooth as possible.
The student(s) do NOT qualify for McKinney-Vento services, but may be supported by
other district services. This determination was based upon:

● If your living situation changes, you may re-apply.
● You have the right to appeal this decision by completing the attached page or by

contacting the District Liaison. Additional written or verbal communication to support your
position regarding your request may be required to determine McKinney-Vento status
and/or the student’s enrollment or continued enrollment in the requested school.
● The student(s) listed above has/have the right to enroll or continue enrollment in the
requested school pending the resolution of the dispute.
District Liaison Signature:

Date______________________
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McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program
Caregiver Authorization Form
This form is intended to address the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act requirement that
homeless children have access to education and other services for which they are eligible. The
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act states specifically that barriers to enrollment must be
removed. In some cases, a child or youth who is homeless may not be able to reside with his/her
parent or guardian; however, this fact does not nullify the child’s/youth’s right to receive a free,
appropriate public education.

Instructions:

Complete this form for a child/youth presenting himself/herself for enrollment while not in the
physical custody of a parent or guardian.
•
To authorize the enrollment in school of a minor, complete items 1 through 4 and sign the
form.
•
To authorize the enrollment and school-related medical care of a minor, complete all items
and sign the form.
I am 18 years of age or older and have agreed to fulfill the role of caregiver for the minor named below.
1.

Name of minor:

2. Minor’s date of birth:
3. My name (adult giving authorization):
4. My home address:
5.

Check one or both (for example, if one parent was advised and the other could not be
located):
I have advised the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal custody of the minor as to
my intent to authorize medical care and have received no objection.
I am unable to contact the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) at this time to notify them of
my intended authorization.

6. My date of birth:
7. My state driver’s license or identification card number:
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of this state that the foregoing information is true
and correct.
Signature: _________________________________________ Date:
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Homeless Education Program/Liaison Monthly Calendar
Late Spring/Summer Months:

Make sure housing surveys are in registration packets for all students
• Order educational rights posters from National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) for
your school
• Order materials for staff professional development or parents from NCHE
• Consult with your administrator about Title I-A Homeless set-aside amounts and create budget
• Estimate school supplies needed and distribution processes
August:
• Review Night-time Residency forms and verify/identify new students upon enrollment
• Review Night-time Residency forms for previously identified students to determine if they are
still eligible
• Ensure that students are coded correctly in the student management system to upload
correctly to ISEE
• Print updated Canyon County Resources Guide to have available for eligible students
• Make sure student rights posters are placed in the schools – elementary & secondary, at your
social services agencies, public health, food bank, and/or other agencies that may provide
services to families
• Provide annual MV/Homeless Ed. training to all staff
o Strategies to identify and support students
o MV definition
o Services available to students
o Staff referral process
September:
• Ensure that all identified McKinney Vento students participate in district benchmark/universal
screening assessments.
• Review assessment data for homeless students. Identify and set up system for regular
monitoring/check-in with students for Absences, Behavior, Coursework, and/or Physical needs
as appropriate.
• Refer students to appropriate educational services as needed.
October:
• Monthly monitoring/check-in of identified students (Absences, Behavior, Coursework, Physical
needs)
• Plan for winter needs
• Verify data for Homeless student data submission for ISEE upload in early October. (All past

year students who are no longer eligible should be removed by this upload)
•

Support seniors with FAFSA and college/career planning
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November:
• National Homeless Youth Awareness Month activities
• Monthly monitoring/check-in of identified students (Absences, Behavior, Coursework, Physical
needs)
December/January:
•
•
•
•

Review benchmark data for identified students – Look for patterns in Absences, Behavior,
Coursework
Review and revise monitoring/check-in plan as needed based on new data
Review Title I Homeless set-asides expenditures and forecast additional needs. Modify in the
CSFGA as needed.
Send out Night-time Residency forms to update records and identify additional students

February:
• Monthly monitoring/check-in of identified students (Absences, Behavior, Coursework, Physical
needs)
• ISAT Testing: Make sure students attend during testing window
March:
• Monthly monitoring/check-in of identified students (Absences, Behavior, Coursework, Physical
needs
• ISAT Testing: Make sure students attend during testing window
April:
• Monthly monitoring/check-in of identified students (Absences, Behavior, Coursework, Physical
needs)
• Review Title I Homeless set-aside funds expenditures
• Complete or provide input for Homeless Ed. Program Needs Assessment
• Title I Homeless set-aside amount and description is included in the Consolidated State
Federal Grant Application (CSFGA)
May:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Review/meet needs of graduating seniors
Support students who may be transferring to new schools, i.e. middle to high school
Monthly monitoring/check-in of identified students (Absences, Behavior, Coursework, Physical
needs)
Make sure that all students attend during testing window for end of year assessments
Review end of the year academic, behavior, and coursework data for MV students
Year-end data reporting: # identified/served, amount of set-aside spent, number of referrals
to partner agencies, amount spent/resources provided from other sources
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•
•

Make sure all identified students have been coded in the student management system to be
included in year-end ISEE upload
Plan for needs students may have for the summer – refer as needed to lunch feeding sites, etc.

June:
• Have all students and parents complete updated yearly housing survey
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